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on the Other hand expressed the contempt they felt
for our alliance and for your protection. When we
strongly opposed their sending the prisoners away,
and represented to them the order given us by
Onnontio in his last commands,—to make them keep
their prisoners quiet on their mats, until he made
known to them his last wishes with regard to their
captives,— they nevertheless persisted in the agree-
ment made between them; and to show us that they
were not entering upon that undertaking without
having considerable cause therefor, they wished to
give us their reasons publicly.

These may all be reduced to one prime reason,
which is, that onnontio’s protection —on which they
had based all their hopes of being delivered from
their enemies—was not what they had wrongly
imagined it to be; that hitherto they had always
thought that the frenchman was warlike through
numbers, through Courage, and through the number
and diversity of the implements of war that he could
make. Experience had shown them, however, that
he was much less so than the Iroquois; and they
were no longer surprised that he had remained so
long without doing anything for their defense, since
it was the knowledge of his own weakness that
hindered him. After seeing the cowardly manner
in which he had allowed himself to be defeated on
this last occasion at Montréal, it was evident to them
that they could no longer expect anything from his
protection; not only was it useless to them owing to
his powerlessness, but it had even become injurious
to them, because of the difficulties in which it had
inopportunely placed them, through his seeking to
save himself.



